808                                   Ocesar.
chances depended on the capture 01 tne second camp before assistance could airive, flung themselves so desperately on the intrenchments that the legionaries were barely able to repel the first assault The assailants were driven back at last, and Cicero dispatched messengers to Csesai to Amiens, to give him notice of the rising , but not a man was able to penetrate through the multitude of enemies which now swarmed in the woods The troops worked gallantly, strengthening the weak points of their fortifications In one night they raised a hundred and twenty towers on their walla Again the Gauls tried a storm, and, though they failed a second time, they left the garrison no rest either by day or night There was no leisure for sleep , not a hand could be spared from the lines to care for the sick or wounded Cicero was in bad health, but he clung to his work till the men earned him by force to his tent and obliged him to lie down The first suiprise not having succeeded, the Nervian chiefs, who knew Cicero, desired a parley They told the same story which Ambionx had told, that the Germans had ciossed the Rhine, and that all Gaul was m arms They informed him of the destruction of Sabinus , they warned him that the same fate was hanging over himself, and that his only hope was in surrender. They did not wish, they said, to hurt either him or the Roman people, he and his troops would be free to go where they pleased, but they were determined to prevent the legions fiom quartering themselves permanently in their country
There was but one Sabmus in the Roman army. Cicero answered with a spirit worthy of his country, that Romans accepted no conditions from enemies in